Cardiolipin-fluorescent (M1) antimitochondrial antibody and cholestatic hepatitis in secondary syphilis.
A 27-year-old black male with secondary syphilis and cholestatic jaundice is presented. The liver biopsy was believed to be most consistent with large bile duct obstruction, but both the ultrasound and endoscopic retrograde cholangiography were normal. Prior to treatment with penicillin, his serum was positive for antimitochondrial antibody. After treatment, the antibody was no longer detectable and the jaundice gradually resolved. The patient's pretreatment serum was, after further analysis, found to be positive for the antibody to the M1 antimitochondrial antigen subtype, which is identical to cardiolipin, the antigen in both the VDRL and Wasserman tests. A review of hepatic involvement in secondary syphilis is presented.